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PURPOSE: The purpose of this document is to provide student view points and 

positions on behalf of concerned students and the University of Oklahoma Student 

Government Association (SGA) to the new University President and existing/new 

administration along with proposals of possible solutions to these ideas and or issues. We 

hope that the new administration will take these ideas seriously and establish a working 

dialogue for the Student Government Association to help accomplish the goals and 

proposals laid out. We look forward to the possibilities that arise and welcome with open  

arms the chance to work together.  

  

 

 The following points below are the goals that SGA hopes to 

accomplish over time starting with this proposal:  

GOAL  # GOAL:  DESCRIPTION/EXPLANATIONS:  

1: Increase in Academic 

Options/Pursuits for Students 

Pay close attention to the Certificate/Minor Expansions. 

2: Reducing Student Out of Pocket Cost Pay close attention to Bursar Billing Reform, Financial 

Eligibility Reform & Fee Restructure  

3: Increasing Student Rights/Protections Pay close attention to Academic Misconduct Reform. 

4: Making Paying for College Easier Pay close attention Bursar Billing Reform, Financial Aid 

Eligibility Reform, Tuition/Fee Restructure & Legislative 

Agenda of Tax Incentives.  

5: Increasing Research 

Opportunities/Flexibility  

Expand options on research papers by giving students 

multiple level choice options.  

7: General Education Reform Its time to modernize Gen Ed requirements to allow greater 

customization by students so they can spend more time in 

classes they enjoy and or are relevant to their career.  

8: Increase in Student Representation Student seat guaranteed on the state regents, university 

search committees and expansion of SGA Power to advocate 

for student interest/rights. 

9: Sooners Abroad Increase the number of students studying abroad. 

10: Improving the Parking Experience  Pay close attention to the fee restructure & the parking 

section. 

11: Notice of Future Initiatives  Student Problems with solutions still being worked on.  
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 CURRENT MINOR OFFERINGS:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 CURRENT CERTIFICATE OFFERINGS ( Global Engagement, Intelligence 

Studies & Peace Corps Prep):  

    

   



                                                       

 

                               

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 On November 15
th
, 2016 the Undergraduate Student Congress in 

Resolutions 960202, 960203 & 960207 passed the Resolutions calling for the creation of six (6) 

(Brazilian, Christian, Islamic, Italian, Mexican & Oklahoma Studies) new Certificates/Minors by 

a vote of 25-10-0. Shortly after, the Graduate Student Senate would pass the same resolutions by 

a smaller margin. The  College of International & Areas Studies listened and combined the 

Certificate/Minor Request of Brazilian, Italian & Mexican Studies into one certificate of Global 

Engagement to encourage more students to study abroad at Study Centers and pursue 

International Internships. By the end of the next Semester (Spring 2017), the Certificate in 

Global Engagement was already being offered and 3 students received it. By the end of May 

2018 the number of recipients would increase to 20 with 13 of those being awarded in May 2018. 

There is high student interest in Global Engagement Skills. Following up on the Certificate in 

Global Engagement, the College of International Studies would go on to add a Certificate in 

Peace Corps Prep as well. Efforts are still being attempted on Christian, Islamic & OK Studies. 

 Below starting on the next page is a copy of the resolutions, voting 

records, meeting minutes from one meeting and OU Daily Article announcements on the 

Certificate in Global Engagement.  
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 NOV 15
TH
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 Recalling Undergraduate Student Congress Resolution  960202 for 

the creation of a Certificate OR Minor in Christian Studies, SGA calls again for the Creation of a 

Certificate/Minor in Christian Studies. Below is what the requirements would look like:  

CATEGORY REQUIREMENT:  CLASSES 

Gateway: 3 Credit Hours RELS 1113, 2133, 2403, 3133 OR 3583: Intro to Religious Studies, Intro 

to Christianity, Intro to Comparative Religions, Intro to Christianity OR 

Comparative Sacred Texts. 

Christian Literature & History: 6 

Hours (Choose 2): 

ENGL 3653: Bible as Lit OR HIST 4313, 4973: Old Testament Intro, The 

Bible since Enlgightment OR RELS 3623, 3843: Apostle Paul: Life & 

Thoughts, Biblical Archeology 

Christian Studies: 6 Hours (Choose 2):  AFAM 3143: Gospel Music. OR C LC 3053, 3510-001: Origins of 

Christianity, Syrian Christianity OR RELS 2143, 3653, 3683: Intro to the 

Bible, Jesus on Screen & Off, Christian Heresies 

Language: 6 Hours (Must be same) Any 2000 level or higher language course in Greek, Hebrew OR Latin 

(Should OU offer Aramaic in the future that is also acceptable)  

Christianity Electives: 3 Hours Any course mentioned above not already used for credit OR Christian 

Studies Courses maintained by the Department.  

TOTAL CREDIT HOURS: 24 Credit Hours (8 classes):  

 

 

 

 Recalling Undergraduate Student Congress Resolution  960202 for 

the creation of a Certificate OR Minor in Islamic Studies, SGA calls again for the Creation of a 

Certificate/Minor in Islamic Studies.  Below is what the requirements would look like: 

CATEGORY REQUIREMENT:  CLASSES: 

Arabic Language: 10 Hours Beginning Arabic and Beginning Arabic Continued  

Gateway: 3 Hours (Choose 1): RELS 1113, 2013, 2403 OR 3583: Intro to Religious Studies, Intro to 

Religious Traditions, Comparative Religions OR Comparative Sacred Texts. 

Islamic Studies: 3 Hours (Choose 

1): Lower Division: (Can be 

replaced with Upper Division 

Islamic Studies Classes) 

IAS 2413, RELS 2303 OR 2503: Islam, Islamic Religious Traditions OR 

Interpreting Muslim Voices. 

Islamic Law: 3 Hours: RELS 3543: Islamic Law 

Islamic Studies: 3 Hours (6 hours if 

skipping lower division): (Choose 

1 OR 2): 

RELS 3533, 3563, IAS 3443 OR 3473: The Qurôan, Islamic Theology, 

Political Islam OR The Arab-Israel Conflict. 

TOTAL CREDIT HOURS:  25 Credit Hours (6 classes) 

  



 

 

 

 

 Currently the University of Oklahoma offers a Minor in Judaic & Israel Studies 

with nine (9) students currently pursuing the Minor. (See below for requirements. Refer to page 

13 for number of 9) During the 2016 SGA Survey which survey 517 University of Oklahoma 

Students,169 said they would declare a Certificate/Minor in Christian Studies. In that same 

survey 102 students said they would declare a Certificate/Minor in Islamic Studies. Considering 

that OU has the classes already on the books and already has a specific Jewish Minor, in the 

interest of diversity while catering to the two (2) Worldôs largest Religions, SGA hereby calls for 

the creation of a Certificate and or Minor in both Christian & Islamic Studies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Recalling Undergraduate Student Congress Resolution  960207 for the creation of a Certificate 

OR Minor in Oklahoma Studies, SGA calls again for the Creation of a Certificate/Minor in 

Oklahoma Studies. Below is what the requirements would look like: (Minor = 25 credit hours. 

Certificate = 15 credit hours and doesnôt require a Native Language).  

CATEGORY REQUIRMENT:  CLASSES: 

Language (If pursuing Minor): 

10 Credit Hours 

CHER 1715, 1725: Beginning Cherokee, Beginning Cherokee Cont: OR 

CHOC 1715, 1725: Beginning Choctaw, Beginning Choctaw Cont OR 

CREK 1715, 1725: Beginning Creek/Seminole, Beginning Creek/Seminole 

Cont OR KIOW 1715, 1723: Beginning Kiowa & Beginning Kiowa Cont. 

OK History: 3 Hours HIST 3393: History of Oklahoma. 

OK Government: 3 Hours 

(Choose 1): 

LTRS 3923: OK & the US Constitution OR P SC 3020-850, 3303, 3323, 3910: 

Governing Native People in the US, The Govt of OK, State Government OR 

OK Govt Internship. 

Native American Studies: 3 

Hours (Choose 1): 

ENGL 2733, 3253: American Indian Lit Early/Traditional, Indians Oils & 

Water. OR HES 3553: Wellness in Native Communities OR MUNM 3213: 

Native American Music OR NAS 1013, 2013, 3013, 4043: Intro to Native 

American Studies, Found Native American Sovereignty, Native American 

Studies Internship, Sovereignty/Law/Policy OR WGS 3473: Red Dirt Women & 

Power. 

Oklahoma Crime: 3 Hours 

(Choose 1):  

LSCJ 4700-101 OR WGS 3983: Capital Punishment OR Women, Girls & 

Crime. 

Oklahoma Electives: 3 Hours 

(Choose 1): 

Hours: DANC 3392: Contemporary Dance Oklahoma OR EXPO 1213-016, 

1223-016/901: Alternative Oklahoma OR HES 3021, 4283: Sport Officiating: 

Fall Sports, Sports Economics & Policy OR MUTE 1130-002, 1140-001, 1160-

001, 1180-900: University Symphony Band, University 

Marching Band, University Orchestra, University Chorale, Singing Sooners OR 

Any Classes above NOT used above OR Internship with an Oklahoma Business 

TOTAL HOURS:  

 

Certificate: 15 (Excludes Language)   Minor: 25  (Includes Language) 

 

   

#MAKE THE OK CERTIFICATE/MINOR HAPPEN!     



 

Currently the University of Oklahoma does an incredible job of Minor & Major offerings 

in Foreign Language.  However many times students want to obtain an intermediate level of a 

language for travel purposes and or justifying studying abroad without having to get a Major OR 

a Minor in a language. Also documentation of intermediate proficiency can help students with 

obtaining jobs for foreign language skills. The certificate gives students a valid credential 

signifying completion of an intermediate level in a foreign language to future employers. For 

each language that OU offers a Major/minor in, SGA calls for the creation of Certificates in each 

Foreign Language. The structure would be one of two options (both requiring 12 credit hours to 

earn the Certificate) can be seen in the chart below.  

OPTION 1: OPTION 2: 

12 credit hours of the same Foreign Language at the 

2000 level or higher.  

9 credit hours of the same Foreign Language at the 2000 

level or higher.  

Internship OR Study Abroad in Country of said 

Language.  

 

 

 

 Understanding the importance of Science and the important role that it will play in the 

ever advancing technological and global future, SGA hereby calls for the creation of a 

Certificate/Minor in General Science where students can get their feet wet in a broad number of 

science disciplines without having to commit to one. Below are the requirements:  

CATEGORY:  CLASSES: 

Lower Level Science Courses: 9 Hours Any 1000 OR 2000 level science course from ARCH, ASTR, BIOL, 

BME, CHEM, ENGR, ENST, GEOG, GEOL, GIS, HES, HSCI, ISE, 

MBIO, METR, MIS, PBIO, PHCH, PHYS, PSY & OR SOC courses.  

Upper Level Science Courses: 9 Hours Any 3000 OR Higher level Science courses (Excludes 3999 & 4999) 

from ASTR, BIOL, CHEM, MBIO, METR & OR PHYS.  

Total  Hours: 18 9 Lower Division.  9 Upper Division.  
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